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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

022131 051622Z/41 

O051559Z JUL 78 

FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3918 

SECRET MOSCOW 15601 

EXDIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, PCAT, US, UR 

SUBJECT: CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS TALKS (CAT) 

1 . I DISCUSSED PRIVATELY WITH MENDELEVICH ON JULY 4 
THE QUESTION OF THE AGREEMENT MADE IN HELSINKI 
REGARDING THE THREE WORKING GROUPS, AND IN PARTICULAR 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGIONAL WORKING GROUP. 
MENDELEVICH WAS LESS CLEAR THAN YOU HAVE BEEN 
(STATE 164745) ON THE UNDERSTANDING. MENDELEVICH SAID 
THAT THERE IS NO PROBLEM "IN PRINCIPLE" IN ESTABLISHING 
THE REGIONAL WORKING GROUP, BUT THAT HE HAS NOT YET 
RECEIVED A CONCRETE PROPOSAL FROM YOU INDICATING 

THE SUBJECTS TO BE COVERED. HE IS CERTAIN THAT THIS 
CAN BE WORKED OUT "IN FIVE MINUTES" AT THE START OF 
THE NEXT SESSION, AND IN ANY EVENT HE DOES NOT 
CONSIDER IT A POLITICAL ISSUE, BUT MERELY A PRACTICAL 
QUESTION. 

2. I THINK THIS IS ABOUT THE MOST WE WILL BE ABLE 

TO GET FROM MENDELEVICH IN ADVANCE OF HIS ARRIVAL 
IN HELSINKI. WHETHER OR NOT HIS ATTITUDE ON THE 
MATTER IS THE RESULT OF A DIFFERENT PERCEPTION OF 
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WHAT WAS AGREED, MAY BECOME CLEAR IN HELSINKI LATER 
THIS MONTH. I DO NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT 
HE DID NOT REPORT THE UNDERSTANDING TO HIS DELEGATION 
AND TO HIS SUPERIORS IN EXACTLY THE SAME TERMS THAT 
YOU HAVE DESCRIBED IT, AND NOW IS UNWILLING OR UNABLE 
TO AGREE OUTSIDE THE MEETINGS TO BE MORE PRECISE 
ABOUT THE UNDERSTANDING. 
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3. IN ANY CASE THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT NOW HE 
HAS A CLEAR STATEMENT OF WHAT YOU CDNSIDER THE 
AGREEMENT TO HAVE BEEN, AND HE STILL INSISTS THAT 
THERE IS NO DISAGREEMENT, THAT THERE IS NO PROBLEM. 
THE INCIDENT ARGUES STRONGLY FOR PLACING ALL 
UNDERSTANDINGS ON THE RECORD IN THE PLENARIES TO 
AVOID SUCH CONTRETEMPS. TOON 
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